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Monficur in a Mouſe*Trap : 'or 'the Parable of the Shark and 


Herring-Pond 


By the Author of the Magpies. | 


Here js an old Engliſh Provert, that 
| Truth muſt not be wtter'd at all times, 
nor to af] perſons g and that is the 


reaion,l ſupprſe, why men of late 
pubilſh rheic Scartments in Maſquerado. We 
have 2ircady ſeen the Parables of the Bear-bazt- 
ing, and the Magpiesz now give me leave to 
preſcr; vou with that of the Shark and the Her- 
7ing. Pond, ftnce after Four-fagted Beaſts, and 
Biriis, Fiſh comes next 1n coutſe. | 

There was a time, when the Scaly Inhabie 
tants of rhe Occan were, divided into ſeveral 
Emplres, Kingdoms, Common- wealths, and Pro- 
vinces; each wetry Nation being fubjeR to their 
reip:cRive Sovercigns, even as 'tis here on the 
{.and. 

Amongſt the reſt, rhe S$herþ reign'd over the. 
Gudgeons; he a voracious, cruel, tyrann;cal 
iſh; they filly, rame, weak, . deſpicable Ani- 
mals, cut out for Slavery and Contempt. This 
Shark, or King of the Gudgeons, was the worſt 
of 211 his Race; for he won'd enter into Leagucs 
with other Royal Fiſhes, his Neighbours, only 


- to render them the more ſecure, whilſt he a» 


ma(s'd up huge Treaſures by Oppreſſion of hls 
Sabje&s, and rais'd great Armies, with defign 
ro ruſh ſuddenly upon his Friends and Ajlyes, 
to bring them into Cont tburion and Slavery, 
He ha41 one potent Nelghbour, who was an 
Emperour among the Fiſh, and had many Princes 
ſubje&ro him. The Shark bore a great ſpight 


torhis Imperzal Fiſh,acd often invaded his Ter- 


ritorics, and-made great Havock and Devaſiz. 
tion among hls SebjeRts ; for he would come 
on the ſudgdaln, ( as *cis the nature of tar fly 
Fiſh,) and ſnap off « whole Limb, or Branch of 
rhe Empire,together,at a Mouthfull ; and this 
at ſuch a time as they were all at Peace, and 
never dream'd of any ſuch Uſage. And to ſhew 
that he abſolucely defign'd the total rulne of the 
Imperial Fiſh,ond all his Dependants, the Shark 
ſent Ambofſadors to the Whale, a mighty Fiſh ; 
and who hed the largeſt Dominions,the firong- 
eft Armies, and richeſt Treaſury of any Roy! 
Fiſh in the Occan : A proud Fith alſo, proud 5s 
Luciftr ; for di{d:ining all Earthly Emblems, 
he wrote the Moon for bis Creft, and ſiy!l'd him- 

ſelf the Shzgow of God. To this terrible Wbele, 
I ſaygthe Shark ſent Ambaſſadors, and made 
private Leagues with him, againtt rhe Imperzal 
Fiſh,perſwading him to ſend Armles to invade 
the Inperial Territories. Thus whilſt rhe 17+ 
perial Fiſh was buficd on one fide,in defending 
bimſelf and his Empire againft the Incurfions 
of the Whale, the Shark takes the Opportunity 

and breaking al his Treaties of Peace, leaps 
ſaddainly jnro the Bowels ofthe Empire, plun- 
dering,murthering and deſolating all, where- 
ſoever he came. 

Yet the Shark; not content thus to rulne the 
Imperial Fiſh, fers upon another King, among 
the Scaly Netzons, that was a near Relation, 
Friend and Allye of the 1nperial Fiſh: He ſens 
Armies, and invades the Territories of this 
King alſo, who was calicd the Sec-Bull; lays 
waſte -his' Dominions, leads his SubjeRs Into 
Captivity, apd does him all the miſchlef rhar 
hls Malice, Ambition, Covetouſnels and Pride 
could prompt him. to. ; 

Thus the Wars continued amongſt the Watry 
Netions for many Years, great Maſſacres and 
Depopulations were committed by the Shark, 
the Whele, and their Armles, ſo that the Sca 
was dyed red with Blood, | 

Whilſt theſe things were tranſaQing, it ſo 
fell our, that the Crocod;le was made King over 
the hitings, Salmons, Maybrills, and Pikes,and 
other Fiſh: having by various cunning Trains, 
and wheadling Arrifices, perlwaded that Inno- 


cenc fort of Fiſh, that he was a Do/phin, and no 
Cro:odile; and having made them large Pro» 
miſes, confirming them alſo with an Oath, thar 
they ſhould enjoy their ancient, natlve Free« 
dom and Liberty in all things. So that the 


poor zhitings, deluded by theſe falr Words, - 


and the infinvating Stories of the Meybrills, 

and over-power'd by the Salmons, Pikes, Sture 

geons, Eels, and other Fiſh, were contented 
that the Crocodzle ſhould reign over them; 

But ip proceſs of Time, rhe Crocod3le began 
to appear in his naked Colours, and not only 
broke his Word with the hitiygs, bur alſo 
firerch'd forth hls Tall ro the Majbr:lls,and en- 
rrenched upon their Priviledges. He alſo made 
2 private League with the Sharþ, the whale, 
and che Allegators ofthe Mediterrex een ; which 
gave great ſuſpicion to his' own Subjedts , -as 
well as to the neighbouring Princes and States 
among the Fiſh, Great were the Diſcontenrs 
of the Majbrills, the whitings, and other Fifh 
under the Crocodzle's Dominjon: They found 
they were miſtaken in their King, who now 
prov'd a real Crocodile, a Fifh of Prey, and dai- 

ly impol*d on hls SubjeRs ſuch Laws and Or- 
ders, as plainly tended to enflave both them 
and their Poſteriry. This made them cabal, and 
lay their hezds together how coſzre themſelves 
from immin«nt Ruin: $o at length ir was agreed 
vron,zmong the Makyrills, Selmons, Pikes, Eles, 
and other Fiſh under the Crocedile's Dominion, 
to remonſtrate their Cale ro the Dolphin, and 
invite hIm to come and deliver them from the 

Crocodzle's Tyranny; for indeed, the Dolphin had 
a kind of Title co the Government of the #hi- 
tings, ec. being deſcended of the Bloud of their 
ancient Kings. So the Dolphin makes prepars« 
tion to go againft the Crocodile, being aſfified 
by the Common-wealth of Herrings, among 
whom this Prince kept his Court. In a Word, 
Upon the firſt Approach of the Royal! Dolphiv, 
with his Army of Herrings,the Crocedile's Sub. 
jeRz deſcired himgand joyned the Dalpbin's Ar. 
my ;z ſo thar the Crecodzle was forc'd to (vim 
away, and take SanRuzry with the Sherk, 

The Nees of the famous Expedition of the 
Dolphin, and the. Flight of rhe Crocodile, was 
quickly ſpread through the. Scaly. Nations, and 
all rcjovc'd at the good Succeſs of the Dolphin, 


| who was ſoon choſen King of the whitings, 


Maycrils, Salmons, &c. Then Ambaſſadors 
were ſent from all parts to congratulate his Ac, 
ceſfion to the Crocodile*'s Throne, and to enter 
fato League with Him, againft che Sherk, rhe 
whele, the Crocodile, and the Allegators of the 
Mediterrenten. Armics were raiſed on all ſides, 
and m1ny fierce Battels were fought berween 
them: The Dolphin was look'd upon as the 
great ProteRor and Deliverer of all the Con- 
federzte Fiſh, from the cruel Oppreſſions and 
Enc:ozchimeats of the woele and the Shark, 
But in regard the Maerills ( who were chietly 
Inftrumental in bringing the Dolphin to the 
Crown } proved treacherous,and held a private 
Correſpondence with the Sherk and the Croce» 
dile, other Mcaſares were taken by the Impe- 
rial Fiſh, rhe Dolphin, rhe Common: wealth of 
Herrings, the Sca-Bull, and the reſt of rhe Con- 
federated Fiſh. And becauſe they conld nar 
entruſt their ſectet Counſels co any Ambaſiedor's 
Envoys; or Agents, without manifeſt Janger of 
Diſcovery z therefore they all reſolved ro meet 
rogether in perſon, appointing the Herring- 
Pord.to be the place of their RandeZvouz. | 
In the mean while ir was rhought convenient. 
for the Dolphin ro ſend an Ambaſſador to the 
whale , in Duality of a Mediator for Peace be« 
tween the #hele and the Imperial Fiſh. When 
the Sherk heard of this, he ordered his Am- 
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baflador at the Whalt's Conirt to oppoſe the Re- | 


ception of the Dolphin's Ambaſſacor with all 
his might; but a!} his Rhetorick proved Ineffe- 
Qal, for the Dolphin's Ambaſſador was kigdly 
receiv*d by the 7hale, and his Orcrtures of 
Peace were hezikned ro, which gave great Ele 
courzgement to the Conſederated Fiſh to hope, 
That an Accomodation might b* concluded be- 
tween the Imperlal Fifh and the !7hale, where» 
by the former would be {on a better Capacity to 
make War upon the Shark,his powerfulNeighs- 
bour.and old Enemy. | 
well, the Time came, when the Confede- 
rated Soveraigns of the Fiſh were to mee? ta» 


= . gether; grezt Prepatations were made to ho- 


nur fo Royal and T!lyſtrious «Corg'eſs; ard 
eſpecizily ro welcom the Do!phin to tte Herringe 
Prxzd, who was madeGuarantee of this Princely 
Ltagkt, In fine, they meer ar me Time and 
Placr zpnointed, nor without great canger of 
the Do!pbin's Life ard Liberty, who as he tas 
iwimmirg to the place of Rendezvous, hag= 
pened ro be heniginced, and Ruth his Fins faſt 
on a Shelf of ice, fo that he could nor difingage 
Himſclf in lefs.than 38 Horvrs tjme, whereby 
he was lyable to have been ſrarvy'd, to Death 
with Hunger «2d Cold,and likewiſe to have been 
kiil'd or. taken Priſoner by any of the Shark's 
Scoy's,, who uſed toly In wait in thoſe parts, 
But Neptune and Heaven were kinder to him, 
and next Day he happily got rid of this Remo. 
T4, and arrived ſafe at the Herring-Pond, to 
the inexpreffible Joy and SatisfaRiop of all the 
Fiſh in thoſe parts. . : 

Menſitur the Shark finding all things to ſuc- 
ceed wellto the Confederated Fiſhes, and that 
he himſelf was like ro be caught in a Ner, they 
having ſarcounded Him with Armies on all 
Hands, and having made a falr Step rowards 
the ——_— of a Peace whh = Whale; 
conſidering theſe thin Lay, hb ae (eDr an, Am- 
baſſador <1 the Cores at the Herring-Pond, 
with ſpacious prerences, and infinuatidg Whea» 
dles, in order to an Accomodatian, , This Am» 
baſſador was a Fiſh of no ſmall Nuallry and 
ExtraRion, a cunning Stateſman and good O- 
rator 2 ( For the Fiſh do not come &« whit behind 
the Birds and Btaſts in all manner of Accompliſh- 
ments ) He Addreſſes himſelf therefore to that 
Auguſt Aſſembly in Words ta this exe& * 
MoſtSerene and [{lufirious Princes, 

-and High and Mighty Lords, &c. 
T BE Shark my Maſter being defirons go 'pre - 
Þ@ went for the jutyre the ſpilling of the Blond 
6f any Fiſh,jrom the Whale to theNuliers Thumb, 
has taben mnto ſtrious conſideration, the Original, 
progreſs, and preſent ſtate of the War between bim 
and the confederated Soveraigns of the Fil; 
«nd having maturely weightd all things in bls 
impartial Gills and finding his end approaching. 
( for be was will ſtricken. in yrars Yſor the better 


diſcharging of bis - Conſcience,” Has ſent meth des 


knowledge in his Name, that be 3s the firſt Ag» 


© gr4ſor, and that the injatiable Thirſt of Kmpire 


has carried him bryond the Bounds of Tuſtice «nd 
the ciyjl Lews of the Sex, Wherefore efrous 
10 die jnpeece,c repoſe bis old carcaſt in Duitt, 
be bes, made his laſt Vil and Teſtament, wht't- 
of I here preſent your Rojal Highneſs, and your High 
«nd Mightineſs, an Anuthintick Copy andtr my 


M efters own Signet, and the publick Seal of bis _ 


Kingdom. ; 5 
A. Copy of the Shart's L.:{t Will 
Be and Teſtament, 

N the Nome of Neptune 43d Thetis #x4 &! 
A the Sex Gods and Goddefles, &c. L£5do- 
wick RtoJamontado Shark , King of the Gudges 


"ricxlers of this my Laff Will and Teftament, 


05 and other Watry People, finding ») Fins be. 
gin to decay and fail me, my Teeth grewrotcen and 
drop out, with many other Symptoms of afproacking 
Death; bring alſo of a grtat Age and my Carhaſs 
aimoſi ratten , yet in pr[f'6t ſound Senſe and preſence: 
of Mind, have thought fat to make, and do by th'ſe 
Preſents make this my lat will and Teſtament. 

_ Imprimls, 1 reſtore ali the Bones of the Her- 
rings, Turbets, Mullets, Plaiſe, Flounders and 
other Fiſh, whom 1 and my Armies have maſizcr'd 
in the Dominion of the Imperial Fiſh, the Sea- 
Bull or any of their Friends and Allits ;, 1ſay I 
reſtore theſe Bones tothe ſurviving Friends and Re. 
lations of the Fiſhes ſo maſſacr'd to be aiſnos*@ of ar 
their Diſcretion, : 

2. Item, 1bequeath to tht Imperial E'ſh, th: 
$ca-Bull and thezy Friends and Allies, ei! theſe 
great or ſmall Limbs and Brancues whith 1 have at 
ſeveral timts ſlyly and unyuſtly ſnapt from them when 
they were not aware of mr. 

3- Irem, IThequeath to the aſoreſaid Pryſons «!! 
the Contribution Mcny, that I heve unjuſt.y 
ſquees'd from thezr Subqefts by Fire and Sword. 
with an Oveplus of es many Millions as will 
compenſat for rhe Loſits ſuftain'd by thrty ſaid $ub- 
"jets in Houſes, Goods and Proviſion plunder d-and 
arfiroyed by my Armies. 

4: Irem, 1bequeath my Kingdom to the Dolphin 
end the reſt of the Contederated Fiſhes, as they 
canagr'e about it. 

5. Laſtly, Ibequeeto my Carcaſe to the Seq. 
Hogs, end my Skin to be [tuffed andbung up fer 4 
Memorlal on the Top of Mount Teneriff, as a ſign 
to all ſucceeding Generations, And I appoint the 
Imperial Fiſh , tbe Dolphin, the Sta=Bull. with 
the reſt of their Frimds and Allies to be the Ex- 
ecutors of this my] laft will aud Tefiament. Pro. 
vided always, That thty ſhall not moltft me ſo 
long &s T live, but that there (hall be @ Ceſſation 
of Arms from this tim? tilt the Day of my Death. 


After which it mag and ul bt taful for tim 01 


any of them to enter and rake Poſſeſſion of my 
Kingdom , and to pat Zn Execution all the Par. 


Glven at our Court at Shark-Caftle, Vc, 


Monfieur Gudgtor 'the Shark's Ambaſſzdor, 
having thus delivered his Maſters Las? 171!! and 
Teſtament to the Prince.and Lords of the Con- 
ereſs, was order'd to withdraw, whilſt they 
conſulted abovt an Aniwer. There n-eved nc 
great Deliberation Jn an Aﬀeair!, which they 
were all provided for; wherefore after ſom: 
time taken for Form's ſabe, the Shark's Ambaſſz 
dor was calld in again, and the Spraber of t} 
Congreſs rold him in the Name of the Princes. 
2nd Stares there aſſembled rogether; Thar the 
Shark, the fajd Ambaſlador's Mafter, had ſc 
often broke his Word, vioJoted his Promiſes and 
Oaths, that they were all unanfmouſly reſolved 
tever to treat with him agaiv, but to take thoſe 
meaſares as ſhould ſeem 'moſt ' expedient tc 
themſelves without giving him any-furcher-295+ 
count, Reaſon or Anſwer. 

Away ſwims poor Pllgarlick the Gudgeon with 
this ſhort Reply to hls Mafter the Sharh, whe 
found himſelf ceyght in a Trap, and knew no 
which way dr 4 Heflatrer'd and flounc* 
from one fide of hls Trap to another, like 
Captive Mouſe; but all jo vain, for the Herring 
t he #hitings, the Selnons, the Floanders, ank 

_ Innumerable other forrs of Fiſh had beſieg'h 
him, and hem'd him in, reſolving every 

ro have a rouch at his old Jacket before lon 
What the Ifſye was, you ſhall hear, ,as ſoon 
1 receive the Inel}igence from Neptan's Carries 
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